EAST WEST RAIL HIGHLIGHT REPORT – September 2011

Top 5 activities and progress of note 

· Westminster promotional campaign – Events Co-ordinator progressing detailed arrangements with James O’Malley in Iain Stewart’s office. Excellent response from LEP’s and BBF regarding private sector representation at the 23 Nov event

· Permitted Development rights. – Meetings held with DfT as well as with Lord Berkeley (Chairman of Rail Freight Group) on 21st September. Progress to date on PD rights is leading us into some very interesting territory. Lord Berkeley in particular is involved in putting forward amendments to the Localism Bill which is in the final throes of Committee. The particular aspects pertaining to EWR are highly relevant and we have provided Lord Berkeley with proposed amendments (two options) to put to the drafters of the Bill. Lord Berkeley was very grateful for our fortuitous intervention.
· Initial draft of EWR Prospectus to stand alongside the Initial (Rail) Industry Plan (IIP) and HLOS issued for peer review. Discussed with David Sexton and DfT have provided useful commentary as well as strongly supporting the concept of the prospectus.

●
Discussion regarding the updated draft Risk Register has taken place with DfT on issues of mutual concern.  Register will be issued formally for circulation next week.
· Excellent article in RAIL magazine Issue no. 679 which features a 7 page spread on the project.

Issues arising of particular note 
· The meeting arranged to discuss PPP/PFI opportunities with BAM Nuttall on 29 September has been re-arranged to 19 October at BAM Nuttall’s request 
· Further engagement with LPA’s is being undertaken regarding an informal Permitted Development consultation approach rather than a formal submission of a CLOPUD
· Resolution of permitted development anomaly where the railway has ostensibly been constructed outside authorised limits shown on original Parliamentary plans.   
Key activities for next month 

· Western Section Project Board on 10th October 2011

· Continue to support Iain Stewart’s team to identify and secure sufficient Westminster interest in the EWR APPG  for it to be formally registered by the Parliamentary authority – Patrick & Steve 
· Refine draft EWR “prospectus” in line with steer from DfT and other feedback – Patrick & Steve  
· Desk Top Publish the “prospectus” and draw up a suitable Press Release to support the issue; to coincide with publication of rail industry’s Initial Industry Plan (IIP) expected late September/early October – Laura-Jo
· Ensure detailed arrangements for APPG event on 23.11.11 are put in place, including confirmation of guest list and the issue of formal invitations  - Nadir Farrell 
· Develop and seek PB endorsement of Permitted Development approach in light of research and discussion to date with Local Planning Authorities and Network Rail – Jan P
· Interim report from DCLG Transitional Funding Project expected mid October – Hilary Chipping
· Publish Risk Register - Patrick
· Begin to finalise PD evaluation. Interim report will be presented at PB meeting on 10th October – Jan P & Patrick
Prepared by: 
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