EAST WEST RAIL HIGHLIGHT REPORT – October 2011

Top 5 activities and progress of note 

· Westminster promotional campaign – APPG membership now confirmed (see list at fig.1). Inaugural election of APPG officers planned for 8 November and APPG event for 23rd November proceeding well with official invitations issued and generally positive response to formal invitations. Updated timeline overview graphic available in Member section of EWR website.
· Permitted Development rights - responses to draft evidence of PD awaited from the Local Planning Authorities.
· Feedback and suggestions on the EWR Prospectus following the Project Board discussion have been incorporated into the draft which is now being formatted and professionally printed by Laura-Jo for official launch and for use at APPG event.  
· Successful exploratory PPP/PFI meetings with BAM Nuttall. Meeting with Jacobs Engineering UK and Laing O’Rourke planned for 7 November. Intention is to contact other PFI contractors and then review what if any realistic scope exists for this as a potential funding source 
· Unhelpful LTT article about EWR being “dealt a blow” by exclusion from IIP constructively rebutted via a published letter in LTT and a Press Release

Issues arising of particular note 
· Meeting with Strategic Land Europe who are looking to locate an inland container port near J13 of the M1. This is one of a number of speculative proposals, but if successful is forecast to provide 500 direct jobs and 3,000 indirect jobs. EWR is essential to their plans.
· New Secretary of State for Transport appointed in recent cabinet reshuffle – Rt Hon Justine Greening, MP for Putney, Roehampton and Southfields
Key activities for next month 

· Desk top publishing and printing of Prospectus – Laura-Jo
· Development of launch strategy/plan for EWR Prospectus in early November – plan A (Patrick + possibly Martin T?);  back up Plan B (Laura-Jo)
· Prospectus Launch - Patrick
· APPG event 23.11.11 preparations including pre-meeting briefing and meeting packs  – Nadir Farrell & Patrick + support from Steve as required 
· Further PPP/PFI investigation – Patrick & Steve + Trevor Marsh as appropriate    

· Explore potential for a collective framework for LPA/TAs to collate and progress PD matters with a view to smart, streamlined, localised process that minimises ‘red tape’ whilst fully supporting elected members – Jan P supported by Patrick 

· PD follow up with local planning authorities – Jan P supported by Patrick 

· Consider possibilities around a theoretical framework for raising funds over a 10 or so year time line ready for December Project Board meeting  - Hilary
· Members to aim to provide at least 1 x contribution each towards web site content (send to Steve) – Project Board members
· Keep web site content updated – Steve, Patrick & Ed Webster      
Prepared by: 
Patrick O’Sullivan
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